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CHARLESTON, IL~-(August 14, 1985)--Eastern Illinois women's softball coach 
Deanna D'Abbraccio resigned recently to become a full-time assistant basketball 
coach for the Lady Panthers. The Cheyenne, WY native has juggled both duties for 
the past five years. 
"This was strictly a personal decision and a very difficult one for me 
to make," states D'Abbraccio. "It's been a great experience for me coaching 
softball. Eastern has some excellent athletes in the softball program. With the 
athletes we now have, the program will continue to progress. I will miss it." 
D'Abbraccio accumulated an excellent 126-72-2 mark during her five-year 
tenure as head mentor of the EIU program. In 1982 she led her squad to a 45-8 
record and third-place in the College World Series. She coached three All-Ameri-
cans during her career--catcher Kelly Waldrup, pitcher Kathy Richards and outfielder 
Penny Berg. 
A successor for D'Abbraccio's position is expected to be named in the near 
future. 
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